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Announcement: Spring 2026 HERS Rater Training begins 
April 13th!

Register by Friday, April 3rd to save your spot!

• Visit https://nehers.org/hers-rater-trainings

• Register at https://nehers.org/event?EventID=9593

April 13-24, 2026, EST and May 4-8, 2026, EST

• Online Modules (Weekdays 9 AM-Noon AND Wednesdays 1-4 PM 

on Zoom)

• Classroom-Field Practical Component (Weekdays 8:30 AM-5PM -

Primarily Live in the Field - Newton, MA)
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Announcement: Summer 2026 RFI & HERS Modeler 
Mentorship Program begins June 29th!

Eligibility Requirements:
• MA Resident
• 18 years or older
• (1/2 of students) Live in an Environmental 

Justice Community / Low-Income Eligibile
• Authorized to work in the US
• Access to laptop, mouse, keyboard, WiFi

https://nehers.org/mentorship/application

• Online Classes - learn basic building science, 
applicable math skills, and RESNET 
Standards. Monday–Friday, 5-7:30pm.

• Gain Hands-On Experience - Job Shadowing with 
skilled HERS Raters and Field Workshops. 

• Receive Personalized Support & Career 
Preparation with a paired Career Mentor and 
NEHERS Success Coach
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• Welcome and Intros – (15 minutes)

• Presentation – (~60 minutes)

• Questions and Answers – (~15 minutes)

Agenda



• Participating in listen-only mode
• Submit a question by typing it into the Question’s 

Pane at the right of your screen any time
• Download the Handout from the Handout Pane
• Please follow NEHERS on Facebook, LinkedIn, and 

Instagram 
• Provide feedback through our electronic survey 

following the webinar

Audience Reminders
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Speaker: 
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Ian Finlayson
Ian is the Deputy Director of Buildings Codes and Policy at the 
Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources, where he works on the 
policy development and implementation of a number Massachusetts energy 
efficiency priorities. These include the state building energy codes, the Mass 
Save energy efficiency plans, and other building decarbonization programs.



Speaker: 
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Becca Edson
Becca is the Decarbonization Architect for the DOER, focusing on the 
energy codes and education. She previously worked for many years 
as a residential architect.



HERS requirements in MA
Current status & proposed changes

April 1, 2026

Presented by
Ian Finlayson & Becca Edson
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• Current HERS requirements in Massachusetts

• Thoughts on the additions and major alterations ratings?

• Should ADUs built within/attached to existing houses have a higher rating?

• Embodied carbon credits – feedback?

• Ekotrope BETA report – thoughts?

W e w a n t y o u r f e e d b a c k !
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Draft updates for Public Comment:
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Additions & major alterations

Is the target of
65/70/75
too strict, too lenient,
or just right?
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Additions & major alterations : when to HERS ?
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Should ADUs attached to/ within the main house have higher HERS ratings?

Should the HERS
rating for these
types of ADUs
Be raised ?

Extension Detached

Nested
Attic or Basement 
Conversion
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HERS rating for a Tiny House...... ?

IRC Appendix AQ : Tiny Houses

A dwelling that is 400 square feet or less in floor 
area excluding lofts.
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Draft updates to HERS in 
base code 11th edition

• TABLE R406.4ௗMaximum HERS Indexௗ
aௗMaximum HERS rating prior to onsite 
renewable electric generation
bௗTheௗbuilding shall meet the mandatory 
requirements of SectionௗR406.2.ௗexcept 
for alterations, additions and ADU conversions.
cௗAlterations,ௗorௗAdditionsௗcovered 
byௗSectionௗR502.1.1 orௗR503.1.5ௗare subject to 
thisௗmaximumௗHERS rating, except 
forௗHistoric࣯Buildingsௗwhich may opt to 
followௗR503.1.1 forௗalterations.ௗ
d add a clarification about where ADUs are in 
the existing building chapter

ௗExisting building 
Maximum HERS 
index score a, c

MaximumௗHERS Index scoreௗa,bௗfor new 
constructionௗ

Major alterations
,ௗorௗadditionscௗ
including ADU
conversionsd

New ADUsௗ
&
Tiny 
Homesௗ
ௗ

New 
Construction 
with R406.5.2 
embodied 
carbon 
creditௗ

New 
construction

ௗ

65ௗ52ௗௗ5249Mixed-
Fuel࣯Buildingௗ

70ௗ55ௗௗ5552ௗSolar Electric 
Generationௗ

70ௗ55ௗ55ௗ52All-Electric 
Buildingௗ

75ௗ58ௗௗ5855Solar Electric 
&ௗ
All-Electric
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Embodied Carbon Credits

Insulation
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Embodied Carbon Credits

Concrete
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Ekotrope BETA report 

Thoughts? 
Feedback?

DOER-funded project to make HERS compliance more transparent & visible for all users  
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Please tell us what you think !

becca.edson@mass.gov
Stretchcode@mass.gov
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Please fill out the webinar survey!

• RFI & Modeler Mentorship Program: https://nehers.org/mentorship

• Upcoming HERS Rater Trainings: https://nehers.org/hers-rater-trainings

• Upcoming Webinars: https://nehers.org/webinars

• April 15th - TimberHP: High-Performance, Low-Carbon Wood Fiber Insulation: 
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6050374347577776472

Contact us: info@nehers.org / 978-633-3013
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